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SENATE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, Quality patient nedical care includes access to

al | FDA-approved prescription nedicines; and

VWHEREAS, New nedicines are being devel oped and approved
to treat diseases that were not treatable or were poorly
treated in the past, such as nedicines for high blood
pressure (11 medicines in developnent), Alzheiner's D sease
(21 medi ci nes in developnment) and Prostate Cancer (5

medi ci nes in devel opnent); and

VWHEREAS, Many new nedicines are being developed for
di seases and conditions that uniquely affect popul ati ons nost
likely to lack health insurance or be enrolled in Medicaid,
including the elderly (18 nedicines in devel opnent for heart
failure) and the disabled (22 nedicines in devel opnent for

rheumatoid arthritis); and

WHEREAS, Sone patient popul ations nmay face greater risks
from lowquality nedical care for specific diseases and
conditions, such as African Anericans who are nore Ilikely
than whites to devel op serious conplications from high bl ood
pressure or |ess aggressive treatnment for cancer; prior
aut hori zation or other limtations on quality health care may
aggravat e these poor nedical outcones by preventing access to
the best quality nedical care, including prescription drugs;

and

WHEREAS, Many people w thout health insurance or enrolled
in Medicaid have limted health literacy which in turn limts
their ability to recognize and argue for quality nedica
care, including the drugs their health care providers

recomrend; and

VHEREAS, Prior authorization and other Ilimtations that

interfere with health care providers' choices for nedica
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treatnents di scourage doctors, nurses, and other health care

provi ders from serving the Mdicaid popul ation; and

VWHEREAS, State agencies may select preferred drugs that
do not require prior approval based on the nedicines
effectiveness within the general population without regard to
their effectiveness for specific sub-populations, such as

African Anericans or Hispanic Anericans; and

VWHEREAS, The uninsured and Medicaid patients nay be
di scouraged from begi nning, or continuing, the recomended
treatment process by delays in treatnents that occur when
health care providers nust navigate the Medicaid or other

State prior approval and appeal procedures; and

WHEREAS, Treatnent del ays while providers obtain required
approvals also add to the <concerns of patients and their
famlies that they are receiving "second class nedical care";

therefore, be it

RESCLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE N NETY-SECOND GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF [ILLINOS, that we support
| egislation to ensure access to quality patient prescription
drug and other health care by recognizing the central role of
the patient's health care provider in the selection of

medi ci nes and ot her nedical treatnment options.
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